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Conference and Workshop on Assistive Technologies for People with Vision and Hearing Impairments

Assistive Technology for All Ages

20th – 23rd April, 2009
Wroclaw, Poland
PROGRAMME
	MONDAY 20 APRIL

	10am
	Welcome:  Marion Hersh

	10.10-12.10
	Tutorial Session 1

Research End-User Requirements with Application to Wayfinding Technologies 

Chair:  Barbara Leporini
Vice-Chair: Edwige Pissaloux

Jim Marston, Research Unit on Spruatial Cognition and Choice Department of Geography, University of California Santa Barbara, U.S.A.


	12.30-13.30
	Lunch

	13.30-15.30
	Tutorial Session 2  
ICT for Deaf Users in Developing Regions: A South African case study 

Chair:  Saduf Naqvi

Vice-Chair:  [Ohene-Djan]


Bill Tucker, Department of Computer Science, University of the Western Cape 
Meryl Glaser, Sign Language Education and Development, South Africa


	15.30-16.00
	Break

	16.00-18.00
	Tutorial Session 3
Designing Assistive Technology to Support Independent Travel for Blind and Visually Impaired People 

Chair:  Adina Ionescu
Vice-Chair:  [Uzan]

Marion Hersh, Department of Electronics and Electrical Engineering, University of Glasgow, Scotland

Edwige Pissaloux, Université Pierre et Paris Curie Institut des Systèmes Intelligents et de Robotique, France



	18.15-19.15
	Meeting for Young Researchers on Chairing Sessions

	19.30-21.30
	Evening meal


	TUESDAY 21 APRIL

	9.00-9.10
	Conference Welcome:  Marion Hersh, University of Glasgow, Scotland

	9.10 -10.10
	Keynote Speech 1  
Assistive Technology: Current and Future Opportunities
Chair: Hanna Pasterny

Vice-Chair: Marion Hersh
Hans-Heinrich Bothe

Centre for Applied Hearing Research, Technical University of Denmark, Copenhagen


	10.10-10.40
	Break

	10.40-12.40
	Session 1:  Orientation and Wayfinding

Chair:  Yuanxin Sun
Vice-Chair: Pawel Strumillo
A Remote Guidance System Aiding the Blind in Urban Travel

Przemyslaw Baranski, Pavel Strumillo, Michal Bujacz
TU Lodz, Poland

A Proposed Method for Sonification of 3D Environments Using Scene Segmentation and Personalized Spatial Audio 

Michal Bujacz, Piotr Skulimowski, Pavel Strumillo
TU Lodz, Poland

Beyond Boundaries; The Impact of Sex Differences in Wayfinding Without Sight – Implications for Urban Planning Design and Spatial Cognition

Claudia Folska

University of Colorado, USA

Study of GPS use for Accessibility in the Netherlands

Sasja Ras, Kathleen Asjes

Dedicon, Netherlands

Auditory Orientation Training System for the Blind by using Wide-Range 3-D Sound

Yoshikazu Seki 

AIST, Japan



	13.00-14.00
	Lunch

	14.00-16.00
	Session 2: Hearing Aids and Communication Technologies

Chair:  Kabil Jaballah

Vice-Chair:  Mohammed Jemni
HVI Impairment and Communication Devices

Sermed Al Hamdani, Hans-Heinrich Boethe

Centre for Applied Hearing Research, Technical University of Denmark, Copenhagen 

Engaging Minority Communities in Deaf Culture and Sign Language

Sadaqat Ali, Saduf Naqvi

Goldsmiths College, London

The be The Benefit of Speech Enhancement to the Hearing Impaired
Nir Fink, M. Furst, C. Muchnik

Tel Aviv University, Israel

Subtitles, Contextual Features

Marion Hersh, James Ohene-Djan

Stimulation in Auditory Implants

Soren Wulf-Kristiansen, Hans-Heinrich Bothe

Centre for Applied Hearing Research, Technical University of Denmark, Copenhagen 



	16.00-16.30
	Break

	16.30-18.30
	Session 3: Assistive Technology for Education

Chair: Sasja Ras

Vice-Chair: Cristian Bernareggi
Speech and Braille Access to Computation Programs: User Experiences

Cristian Bernareggi, Jana Andrejkova, Sauro Cesaretti

[affiliation]

A Pedagogical Approach to Accessible E-Learning Design

Emma Bradburn, Dr Eric Bel

University of Teeside, UK

Community-based Rehabilitation and Educational Services
Adina Ionescu, Ileana Hamburg

National College, Romania

Benefiting Disabled Students by Developing an Application that Uses Captioning of Multimedia to Enhance Learning for all Students

Mike Wald

Southampton University, UK



	19.30-21.30
	Welcome reception, followed by evening meal 


	WEDNESDAY 22 APRIL

	9.00-10.20
	Keynote Speech 2

Audio-Visual Speech Processing – Analysis and Synthesis 

Chair: Zlatica Dolna
Vice-Chair: [Jemni]

Hans-Heinrich Bothe

Centre for Applied Hearing Research, Technical University of Denmark, Copenhagen 



	10.20-10.50
	Break

	10.50-12.30
	Session 4: Sign Language Representation and Translation 

Chair:  [Ali]

Vice-Chair: Mike Wald

Toward a Descriptive Language for Signs

Nour Ben Yahia, Mohammed Jemni

Ecole Supérieure des Sciences et Techniques de Tunis, Tunisia
Linguistic Processing of Text for Automatic Translation into Sign Language

Mehrez Boulares, Mohammed Jemni

Ecole Supérieure des Sciences et Techniques de Tunis, Tunisia
Toward Facial Expression Generation for Sign Language Machine Translation

Oussama El Ghoul, Mohammed Jemni

Ecole Supérieure des Sciences et Techniques de Tunis, Tunisia
Automatic Sign Language Recognition using X3D/VRML Animated Humanoids

Kabil Jaballah, Mohammed Jemni

Ecole Supérieure des Sciences et Techniques de Tunis, Tunisia
Emotional Engineering of Digital Representations of Sign Languages – the Importance of Facial Detailing

 Saduf Naqvi, James Ohene-Djan

[Affiliation]


	12.30-13.30
	Lunch

	14.00-18.30
	Group Visit 

	19.30-22.00
	Conference Banquet


	THURSDAY 23 APRIL



	9.00-10.45
	Panel Discussion
E-Learning for Deaf People: Is This the Solution for Accessibility and Inclusion?

Chair:  Marion Hersh

Panel presentations:

An Overview of Learning Technologies for Deaf People

Cultural Issues and the Deaf Community

eLearning Advantages and Disadvantages



	10.45-11.15
	Break

	11.15-13.00
	Session 5: Mobility and Orientation for Blind and Visually Impaired People

Chair:  Claudia Folska
Vice Chair:  Yoshikazu Seki

An Application for Smartphones Dedicated for the Blind and Visually Impaired Users

Piotr Skulimowski, Artur Klepaczko, Pawel Strumillo
TU Lodz, Poland

Situational Awareness for Visually Impaired

Yuanxin Sun, Carlos Garcia

Human Network Labs, USA

A Remote Guidance System Aiding the Blind in Urban Travel

Przemyslaw Baranski, Pavel Strumillo
TU Lodz, Poland
Travel and Blind People

Anna Maj 

University of Katowice, Poland

mTransVIP – The System Facilitating Visually Impaired People an Unassisted Use of Urban Traffic

Jacek Jelonek

Poznan University of Technology, Poland 

	13.00-14.00
	Lunch

	14.00-16.00
	Session 6: Assistive Technology Provision and Outcomes
Chair: Emma Bradburn

Vice Chair: [Marston]

ICT and Ambient Intelligence Tools in New EU Countries

Zlatica Dolna, Dusan Simsik, Alena Galajdova

TU Kosice, Slovakia

The Analysis of E-Services and their Accessibility for Elderly People and People with Disabilities

Dusan Simsik, Jana Andrejkova, Juraj Bujnak, Zlatica Dolna

TU Kosice, Slovakia

Using the Comprehensive Assistive Technology (CAT) Model in an Assistive Technology Outcome Procedure with Personal Assistive Technology Profiles

Marion Hersh1, Mike Johnson2
1University of Glasgow, UK; 2 University of Strathclyde, UK
Assistive Awareness - Informing End-users, Designers and Organizations about Assistive Technology

Marina Muscan, Ileana Hamburg

Educational and Professional Development, Romania



	16.00-16.30
	Break

	16.30-18.00
	Session 7:  Access to Information for Blind and Visually Impaired People 

Chair:  Jana Andrejkova

Vice Chair:  Jacek Jelonek

Usage Analysis of a Sensory Substitution System : Report and Perspectives to Conceive a Tactile Interaction Network

Loic Deschamps, Katia Rovira, Charles Lenay, Olivier Gapenne 

UT Compiegne, France

Braille Music Reader

Sasja Ras, McKenzie Rus
Dedicon, Netherlands
Wikipedia, the Open Encyclopaedia: Is it Really Open to Blind Users?

Barbara Leporini

ISTI-CNR, Italy



	18.15-19.30
	Young Researchers Meeting



	19.30-21.30
	Evening meal
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