INTRODUCTION TO QUESTIONNAIRE ON INTER-DISCIPLINARY WORK IN THE AREA OF ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY

We (Marion Hersh and Gloria Moss) are conducting a pilot study on the extent to which inter-disciplinary research in the fields of assistive technology and rehabilitation engineering.  Marion is a lecturer in the Department of Electronics and Electrical Engineering at the University of Glasgow, Scotland.  She works on assistive technology for deaf, blind and deafblind people, as well as issues relating to technology and ethics.  Gloria is a free-lance researcher, based in London, England.  She works on

There is some evidence that the nature of assistive technology and rehabilitation engineering encourage interdisciplinary work.  We are therefore using this questionnaire to investigate the extent to which interdisciplinary work does in fact take place in these fields, any barriers and good practice.

This questionnaire is both confidential and anonymous.  All data will be kept securely and only statistical data will be published.  We would be very grateful if you could spend a few minutes answering the questionnaire.  It should not take more than 20 minutes.  Unfortunately we cannot offer a reward – just the knowledge that you will be contributing to better understanding of the research process in assistive technology and rehabilitation engineering and the development of good practice.  

We hope to present the preliminary results of this work at the AAATE Conference in Dublin and would therefore be particularly grateful for speedy replies as the deadline for paper submission is 18 April 2003.  However we hope to produce a longer version of this paper for journal publication and will therefore also welcome later replies.

This questionnaire can be made available in alternative formats.

If you would like a copy of the report, would like more information about the questionnaire, would be willing to discuss issues raised in the questionnaire in more depth, require or know researchers who require the quesionnaire in an alternative format please contact Marion Hersh (m.hersh@elec.gla.ac.uk).         

Thank you in advance for your help.

Marion Hersh and Gloria Moss

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In the questionnaire the term interdisciplinary should be taken as referring also to ‘multidisciplinary’, ‘crossdisciplinary’ and ‘transdisciplinary’ work.

Definitions:

Multidisciplinary – the work of various interdisciplinary researchers is combined by a task coordinator or project leader

Interdisciplinary work – the integration of disciplines within a research environment (either by researchers of various disciplines sharing the responsibility for combining their individual projects into a coherent whole or through  a single researcher conducting research spanning several disciplines)

Transdisciplinarity – the unification of all forms of specialised knowledge through the development of an overarching paradigm

Please return the completed questionnaire to Marion Hersh at m.hersh@elec.gla.ac.uk or  Department of Electronics and Electrical Engineering, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8LT, Scotland.

QUESTIONNAIRE ON INTER-DISCIPLINARY RESEARCH IN ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY AND REHABILITATION ENGINEERING

Section 1:   Information about yourself

The aim of this section is to investigate correlations between interdisciplinary research and other factors.
1. Are you:    

        male       

(
        female

(
2. Would you categorise yourself as

Postgraduate student                                                       

(
Researcher at the start of your career                               

(
Researcher with a number of years of experience            

(
Other  (please give details)                                     

(
3a.
Which of the following describes your current employment situation



A permanent position 

(

A short term contract

(

Other  (please give details

(
3b.
To what extent are you worried about job security?


Very


(
        To some extent


(
         Not at all


(
4.
Do you work:


In industry

(

Academia

(

Other

(
5.
What is your level of seniority?

6.    Could you describe your disciplinary background.

7.    How similar is your disciplinary background to that of your department, institute or section?


Very

(

Moderately

(

Not at all


(
Section 2:  Involvement in Interdisciplinary Work

8a.
Are you currently or have you previously been involved in work of an inter-disciplinary nature in assistive technology or rehabilitation engineering?


       Yes 


(


        No 


(
8b.
If yes, is this interdisciplinary due to:

the number of disciplines you personally are working across 
(

working with others from different disciplines than your own 
(
       both the above


(
8c.
If yes, please could you state the main disciplines involved.

8d.   If the work/project(s) were successful,  how important do you think the interdisciplinary approach was to this success?

very important  (        important  (        moderately important (        not important  (         a negative factor  (
9a.   Are you currently or have you previously been involved in work of an inter-disciplinary nature in fields not related to assistive technology or rehabilitation engineering?


Yes 


(


        No 


(
9b.
If yes, was this interdisciplinary due to

the number of disciplines you personally are working across 
(

working with others from different disciplines than your own 
(
9c.
Please could you list the disciplines involves

9d.   If the work/project(s) were successful,  how important do you think the interdisciplinary approach was to this success?

very important  (        important  (        moderately important (        not important  (         a negative factor  (
10. If you have answered yes to either 8a or 9a,  could you describe your experience of  and what brought you to it?

11.  Could you give the approximate percentage of your research work that you carry out


 As an individual 


With one other colleague 


As part of a research group

12.  Could you state the ratio of women to men in 

(i)    Any interdisciplinary project groups you have worked with

(ii)   Other project groups you have worked in

13. Do you consider that you do work which challenges the established paradigms (of your disciplines)             generally 


(
       sometimes 


(
       never


(
14. If you have answered yes to questions 8a and 9a,  what  do you consider were the benefits and disadvantages of the interdisciplinary approach?

Section 3:  Communication and Other Issues in Interdisciplinary Work

15.  How easy do you find it to communicate with other researchers: 

       (i)      In your discipline(s)    

                 very easy  (         easy  (         moderately easy  (         hard  (         very hard  (
       (ii)     Working with different paradigms in your or closely related disciplines     

                 very easy  (         easy  (         moderately easy  (         hard  (         very hard  (
       (iii)   In other discipline(s)

                very easy  (         easy  (         moderately easy  (         hard  (         very hard  (
16.  Could you describe the communication strategies you have used successfully to communicate with researchers:

(i)    In your discipline

        (ii)   Working with different paradigms in your or closely related disciplines    

        (iii)  In other disciplines

17.  Do you think there are currently barriers to interdisciplinary work:

(i)     In assistive technology or rehabilitation engineering

          yes   (            no   (            unsure   (
(ii)    In other fields

        yes   (            no   (            unsure   (
        If you have answered yes to either part, could you describe these barriers

18.   Have you had problems in publishing your (interdisciplinary) work in assistive technology or rehabilitation engineering (for reasons not related to the quality of the work):

       Due to the nature of the topic 

(
       Due to using paradigms which have not yet been accepted

( 

             or which challenge disciplinary orthodoxy

       Due to the work being outside the remit of established journals
(
       Other (please specify) 

(
       If you have answered yes to any of the above, please give details.  

19.  Have you had problems in publishing your (interdisciplinary) work in fields not related to assistive technology or rehabilitation engineering (for reasons not related to the quality of the work):

       Due to the nature of the topic 
(
       Due to using paradigms which have not yet been accepted 
(
          or which challenge disciplinary orthodoxy
(
       Due to the work being outside the remit of established journals
(
       Other (please specify) 
(
      If you have answered yes to any of the above, please give details.  

Section 4:  Comments on Your Experiences of Interdisciplinary Work

20.   In the course of interdisciplinary work 

(i) Have you enjoyed the challenge               

yes  (          no  (          sometimes  (
         (ii)         Have you felt isolated                               

yes  (          no  (          sometimes  (
(iii) Have you experienced obstacles or obstruction from colleagues

 yes  (          no  (          sometimes  (
 (iv)        Have colleagues undermined your work or you as a researcher 


               yes  (          no  (          sometimes  (
21.   If you have answered yes to (ii), (iii) or (iv) of question 20, could you state how you dealt with the issues and  whether you felt this was a satisfactory resolution.

22. Based on your experiences of interdisciplinary work, could you make some suggestions for good practice?

23. Any other comments

Please return the completed questionnaire to Marion Hersh at m.hersh@elec.gla.ac.uk or  Department of Electronics and Electrical Engineering, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8LT, Scotland.

